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Texas Government Code
                                                 

TITLE 10. GENERAL GOVERNMENT

SUBTITLE D. STATE PURCHASING AND GENERAL SERVICES

CHAPTER 2158. PURCHASING:  MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS FOR PURCHASE OF CERTAIN GOODS AND SERVICES

SUBCHAPTER A. PURCHASE OF PASSENGER VEHICLES

...

Sec. 2158.004.  VEHICLES USING ALTERNATIVE FUELS.  (a)  A state agency operating a fleet of more 
than 15 vehicles, excluding law enforcement and emergency vehicles, may not purchase or lease a 
motor vehicle unless that vehicle uses compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied 
petroleum gas, methanol or methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or 
ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 
percent or greater, or electricity, including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor 
vehicle.

(b)  A state agency may obtain equipment or refueling facilities necessary to operate vehicles 
using compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, methanol or 
methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 
percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 percent or greater, or electricity, 
including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor vehicle:

(1)  by purchase or lease as authorized by law;

(2)  by gift or loan of the equipment or facilities; or

(3)  by gift or loan of the equipment or facilities or by another arrangement under a service 
contract for the supply of compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum 
gas, methanol or methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or ethanol/gasoline 
blends of 85 percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 percent or greater, 
or electricity, including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor vehicle.

(c)  If the equipment or facilities are donated, loaned, or provided through another arrangement 
with the supplier of compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, 
methanol or methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or ethanol/gasoline blends 
of 85 percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 percent or greater, or 
electricity, including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor vehicle, the supplier is 
entitled to recoup its actual cost of donating, loaning, or providing the equipment or facilities 
through its fuel charges under the supply contract.

(d)  The commission may waive the requirements of this section for a state agency on receipt of 
certification supported by evidence acceptable to the commission that:

(1)  the agency's vehicles will be operating primarily in an area in which neither the agency nor 
a supplier has or can reasonably be expected to establish adequate refueling for compressed 
natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, methanol or methanol/gasoline blends 
of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, biodiesel 
or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 percent or greater, or electricity, including electricity to 
power a plug-in hybrid motor vehicle; or

(2)  the agency is unable to obtain equipment or refueling facilities necessary to operate 
vehicles using compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, methanol 
or methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 
percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 percent or greater, or electricity, 
including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor vehicle, at a projected cost that is 
reasonably expected to be no greater than the net costs of continued use of conventional gasoline 
or diesel fuels, measured over the expected useful life of the equipment or facilities supplied.

(e)  Except for the purchase or lease of a motor vehicle for use in a nonattainment area 
designated under Section 107(d) of the federal Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. Section 7407), as 
amended, Subsection (a) does not apply to a purchase or lease by the Railroad Commission of 
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Texas.

  

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 41, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.  Renumbered from Government 
Code Sec. 2158.002 and amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 17.02(a);  Acts 2003, 78th 
Leg., ch. 518, Sec. 1, June 20, 2003;  Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 1272, Sec. 3, eff. Sept. 1, 
2003.

Amended by: 

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 900, Sec. 4, eff. September 1, 2009

Sec. 2158.005.  PERCENTAGE REQUIREMENTS FOR VEHICLES USING ALTERNATIVE FUELS.  (a)  Not later 
than September 30, 2010, a state agency that operates a fleet of more than 15 motor vehicles, 
excluding law enforcement and emergency vehicles, shall have a fleet consisting of vehicles of 
which at least 50 percent use compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum 
gas, methanol or methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or ethanol/gasoline 
blends of 85 percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 percent or greater, 
or electricity, including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor vehicle.

(b)   The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality shall collect reasonable information needed 
to determine the air quality benefits from use of compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, 
liquefied petroleum gas, methanol or methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol 
or ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 
percent or greater, or electricity, including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor 
vehicle, at affected agencies.

(c)  A state agency in its annual financial report to the legislature shall report its progress 
in achieving the percentage requirements of this section by:

(1)  itemizing purchases, leases, and conversions of motor vehicles;

(2)  itemizing usage of compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, 
methanol or methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or ethanol/gasoline blends 
of 85 percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 percent or greater, or 
electricity, including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor vehicle;

(3)  describing the availability of compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied 
petroleum gas, methanol or  methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or 
ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 
percent or greater, or electricity, including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor 
vehicle; and

(4)  providing the information reasonably needed to determine the air quality benefits from use 
of compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, methanol or 
methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 
percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 percent or greater, or electricity, 
including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor vehicle.

(d)  A state agency may meet the percentage requirements of this section through purchase of new 
vehicles or the conversion of existing vehicles, in accordance with federal and state 
requirements and applicable safety laws.  The Texas State Technical College System shall develop 
a program and provide training to a state agency converting an existing vehicle to meet the 
requirements of this section.

(e)  The comptroller may reduce a percentage specified by this section or waive the requirements 
of this section for a state agency on receipt of certification supported by evidence acceptable 
to the comptroller that:

(1)  the agency's vehicles will be operating primarily in an area in which neither the agency nor 
a supplier has or can reasonably be expected to establish adequate refueling for compressed 
natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, methanol or methanol/gasoline blends 
of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, biodiesel 
or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 percent or greater, or electricity, including electricity to 
power a plug-in hybrid motor vehicle; or

(2)  the agency is unable to obtain equipment or refueling facilities necessary to operate 
vehicles using compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, methanol 
or methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 
percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 percent or greater, or electricity, 
including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor vehicle, at a projected cost that is 
reasonably expected to be no greater than the net costs of continued use of conventional gasoline 
or diesel fuels, measured over the expected useful life of the equipment or facilities supplied.

  

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 41, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.  Renumbered from Government 

http://www.legis.state.tx.us/tlodocs/81R/billtext/html/HB00432F.HTM


Untitled Document

file:///C|/-%20UserData/Encana/NGVResearchSite/temp%20files/MI_25-1-77_text.html[11/30/2011 8:49:51 PM]

Code Sec. 2158.003 and amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 17.02(a).

Amended by: 

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 900, Sec. 5, eff. September 1, 2009.

   

Sec. 2158.006.  DETERMINATION OF ALTERNATIVE FUELS PROGRAM PARAMETERS.  In developing the use of 
compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied petroleum gas, methanol or 
methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 
percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 percent or greater, or electricity, 
including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor vehicle, the commission should work with 
state agency fleet operators, vehicle manufacturers and converters, fuel distributors, and others 
to determine the vehicles to be covered, taking into consideration:

(1)  range;

(2)  specialty uses;

(3)  fuel availability;

(4)  vehicle manufacturing and conversion capability;

(5)  safety;

(6)  resale values; and

(7)  other relevant factors.

  

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 41, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.  Renumbered from Government 
Code Sec. 2158.004 and amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 17.02(a).

Amended by: 

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 900, Sec. 5, eff. September 1, 2009.

   

Sec. 2158.007.  COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE SAFETY STANDARDS.  In purchasing, leasing, 
maintaining, or converting vehicles for use with compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, 
liquefied petroleum gas, methanol or methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol 
or ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 
percent or greater, or electricity, including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor 
vehicle, the commission shall comply with all applicable safety standards adopted by the United 
States Department of Transportation and the Railroad Commission of Texas.

  

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 41, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.  Renumbered from Government 
Code Sec. 2158.005 and amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 17.02(a).

Amended by: 

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 900, Sec. 5, eff. September 1, 2009.

   

Sec. 2158.008.  WHEN VEHICLE CONSIDERED TO BE USING ALTERNATIVE FUELS.  In this subchapter, a 
vehicle is considered to be using compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, liquefied 
petroleum gas, methanol or methanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, ethanol or 
ethanol/gasoline blends of 85 percent or greater, biodiesel or biodiesel/diesel blends of 20 
percent or greater, or electricity, including electricity to power a plug-in hybrid motor 
vehicle, if the vehicle uses those fuels:

(1)  not less than 80 percent of the time the vehicle is driven; and

(2)  either in its original equipment engine or in an engine that has been converted to use those 
fuels.

  

Added by Acts 1995, 74th Leg., ch. 41, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1995.  Renumbered from Government 
Code Sec. 2158.006 and amended by Acts 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 165, Sec. 17.02(a).

Amended by: 
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Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 900, Sec. 5, eff. September 1, 2009.

   

Sec. 2158.009.  LOW-EMISSIONS VEHICLES PURCHASING REQUIREMENT.  (a)  Repealed by Acts 2009, 81st 
Leg., R.S., Ch. 900, Sec. 7, eff. September 1, 2009.

(b)  A state agency authorized to purchase passenger vehicles or other ground transportation 
vehicles for general use shall ensure that not less than 25 percent of the vehicles the agency 
purchases during any state fiscal biennium, other than vehicles the purchase of which is exempted 
from this subsection by Subsection (c) or (d), are vehicles that meet or exceed the emissions 
standards necessary to be rated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency as a Tier 
II, Bin 3, emissions standard vehicle that has a greenhouse gas score of eight under regulations 
of that agency as they existed September 1, 2007.

(c)  A state agency is exempt from Subsection (b) to the extent that a vehicle described by that 
subsection that meets the agency's operational needs is not commercially available.

(d)  Subsection (b) does not apply to a state agency's purchase of a vehicle to be used by a 
peace officer, as defined by Article 2.12, Code of Criminal Procedure, whose duties include the 
apprehension of persons for violation of a criminal law of this state.

  

Added by Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 1221, Sec. 1, eff. September 1, 2007.

Amended by: 

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 900, Sec. 6, eff. September 1, 2009.

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 900, Sec. 7, eff. September 1, 2009.
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